
LI1422: Lexikal semantik
7,5 högskolepoäng

Syllabus
Elizabeth Bogal-Allbritten

elizabeth.bogal-allbritten@gu.se
Office: Dicksonsgatan 4, Room 111

Office hours: Tuesdays, 15:00 - 16:00 (or by appointment)

1 Course contents
The course provides an introduction to lexical semantics, the domain of linguistics that concerns
the meanings of words. In this course, we will analyze and describe semantic characteristics (i.e.,
meaning(s)) of words, determining, e.g., what types of sentences and phrases they may occur in
or with. Data from a range of typologically diverse languages will be considered. Strong emphasis
will be placed on analytic skills, including analyzing unfamiliar data and developing arguments for
(or against) particular analyses.

The course consists of lectures on theoretical concepts and hands-on data analysis in seminars.
Course literature and lectures are in English. Assignments and the final exam can be submitted
in either Swedish or English.

1.1 Goals
After completing the course, students should have achieved the following:

• Knowledge and understanding:

– Demonstrate familiarity with the key themes of lexical semantics.
– Demonstrate understanding of crosslinguistic similarities and differences with respect

to lexical semantics.
– Demonstrate understanding of key theoretical ideas within lexical semantics.

• Skills and abilities:

– Be able to use and apply key terms and concepts from lexical semantics.
– Choose and apply appropriate analytical tools.
– Argue for, or against, an analysis using the chosen analytical tools.

• Evaluative skills:

– Evaluate different analyses with respect to their strengths and weaknesses.
– Identify gaps in the analyses and places where further work is needed.

1.2 Assessment
The degree to which the student achieved the learning outcomes of the course is examined through
active participation, assignments, and a final take-home written exam.

• Note: Students have the right to change the course examiner, if practically possible, after
having failed twice in the same examination. A request in writing must be made to the
department.
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Final grading scale: Underkänd (U), Godkänd (G), Väl godkänd (VG)

• The final grade will be determined on the following basis, where individual assignments and
examinations are assigned a score out of 100.

Form of evaluation: Percentage of final grade: Average points: Final grade:
Homework exercises (5 total) 40% 85 - 100 VG
Final written examination 40% 65 - 84 G
Active class participation 20% 0 - 64 U

Note on class participation: To receive full marks in this area, you should:

• Attend class regularly.

• Be prepared to discuss the required readings in class.

• Take part in hands-on exercises and data analysis.

2 Topics
The course gives an overview of core semantic properties of three of the primary word categories
found in natural languages: verbs, adjectives, and nouns. Topics to be covered include verb classes,
aspect, semantic roles, vagueness, gradability, and crosslinguistic variation. Topics subject to
change! All readings to be available electronically.

1: Conceptual basis

• What is in the lexicon? What are the ingredients of lexical semantic representations? How do
linguists conduct research on lexical semantics? How are vagueness and ambiguity different?
How do we represent ambiguity in the lexicon?

2: Verb alternations

• The same verb (e.g. hit or break) can combine with different numbers and kinds of arguments,
e.g. The stick broke vs. John broke the stick. How is this variation encoded in lexical entries?
What can the behavior of these two verbs tell us about much larger classes of verbs in natural
language?

• Required reading: Fillmore, 1970. ‘The grammar of hitting and breaking.’

• Language of special focus: Kimaragang Dusun

3: Root meanings and lexical categories

• What kinds of meaning should we attribute to the ‘root’ lexical entry of a verb? How can root
lexical meanings be shaped or changed? Should categories like ‘verb’ or ‘noun’ be considered
part of root lexical meaning?

• Required reading: Rappaport Hovav and Levin, 1998. ‘Building Verb Meanings.’ Pg. 97-130.

• Languages of special focus: Navajo, North Saami, St’át’imcets

4: Lexical aspect, Aktionsart

• What is the difference between walk and walk to the wall? Or be a teacher and become a
teacher? How do languages encode temporal structure as parts of verb meanings? How do
linguists study lexical aspect in understudied languages?

• Required reading: Dowty, 1979. The semantics of aspectual classes of verbs in English. In
Word Meaning and Montague Grammar. Focus on pp. 51-71.

• Language of special focus: Navajo
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6: Noun meaning and the mass/count distinction

• How do languages encode countability? How do mass nouns (water, mud, etc.) relate to
plurality? How do languages differ in their distinction between mass and count nouns?

• Required reading: Murphy, 2008. Lexical Meaning, Chapter 8: ‘Nouns and countability.’

• Languages of special focus: Yudja, Dëne Sųłiné

7: Gradable adjectives

• What is the difference between being blue and being skillful. in terms of lexical semantics?
How do adjectives combine with nouns? What is the difference between being available and
being Scottish?

• Required reading: Excerpts from Morzycki, in press. Modification, Chapter 2: ‘The lexical
semantics of adjectives.’

• Language of special focus: Navajo

3 Class dates, times, locations, and due dates
• Må, 28/8, 13:15-15:00. T307. Introduktionsmöte

• On 30/8, 10:15-12:00. T116. Kurssart

• On 6/9, 13:15-15:00. T346.

• Må 11/9, 10:15-12:00. T346. HW#1 due

• On 13/9, 13:15-15:00. L308.

• Må 18/9, 10:15-12:00. T346. HW#2 due

• To 28/9, 13:15-15:00. L308. HW #3 due

• On, 4/10, 13:15-15:00. L308.

• On 11/10, 13:15-15:00. L308. HW #4 due

• Må, 16/10, 10:15-12:00. T346.

• Må 23/10, 10:15-12:00. T346. HW #5 due

• Må 30/10, 10:15-12:00. T346. Final written examination distributed

• Må 6/11, no class. Final written examination due

3


