
Last Homework! 
 

Due Thursday, April 26 
 

This homework is intended to help you study for your May 8 (8 AM!) final. This homework will 
not cover all possible topics on the exam, but may be useful in pointing out types of problems 
that would be useful to review.  
 
The obvious gap on this assignment is a phonology problem. We will practice phonology 
problems together in class.  
 
1.0 Universals 
 
We have learned about universal principles of grammar that operate at the level of phonology, 
morphology, and syntax. Please tell me one universal principle for each of these areas of 
language. There are multiple possible answers.  
 
(i) Phonology: 
 
 
(ii) Morphology: 
 
 
(iii) Syntax: 
 
 
2.0 Syllabification 
 
Are the following words syllabifiable in English, according to English phonotactic constraints?  
If so, please draw the syllabification tree. If not, please tell me which phonotactic constraint (or, 
constraints) the word would violate. 
 
(i) [tʊrbækl]        | 

 
(ii) [lɛsztræp] 
 
(iii) [laɪɡrbɛnd] 
 
 
3.0 Morphology, 1 
 
(i) Please draw two trees for the following ambiguous string of phones. This string of 

phones has two possible meanings, each meaning corresponding to a different 
morphological structure.  

 
ungluable       (also possible spelling: unglueable)  



(ii) For one of the two structures that you drew, please tell me the following: 
 
 - The head of the word 
 - The bases (hint: there is more than one) 
 
5.0 Morphology, 2 
 
There is something wrong about each of the morphological trees that I have drawn below. For 
each tree, please tell me what is wrong. 
 
(i)      V 

 wo  
 V     V 

              re         wo 
    V      -d   (PAST) 
           open  
   
 
(ii)                A 

      3 
      V            A 

            3   -able 
            V    V 

          un          draw 
 
 
6.0 Syntax 
 
The following string of words has two possible meanings, where each meaning corresponds to a 
different syntactic structure. Using the following phrase structure rules, please draw the two 
structures that correspond to the meanings I have given below. Please indicate clearly which 
meaning belongs with which tree. 
 
(i) The small, gray dog jumped on the boy behind the house.  
 
 
Meaning One: The small, gray dog jumped on a boy. This jumping happened behind the house. 
 
Meaning Two: The small, gray dog jumped on the boy who was behind the house. (The jumping 
could have happened anywhere…we don’t care).  


